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Hazard House,Ballymoney
Northern Ireland Fire & Rescue Service and Home Accident Prevention (HAP) Warn Public of Dangers of Smoking in the Home. 

Northern Ireland Fire & Rescue Service (NIFRS) and Home Accident Prevention (HAP) have teamed up to demonstrate the dangers of smoking and smoking materials in the home with a live fire rescue demonstration in ‘Hazard House’. Watch the DVD to find out more. 

Hazard House in Ballymoney was opened to the public 3 years ago to increase awareness and educate the public of dangers – including fire – in the home and how they can make their home safer. HAP Groups in Ballymoney, Moyle and Coleraine worked with NIFRS on this initiative to show how easily and quickly fires caused by smoking materials can develop.  

Bill Wilsdon, Assistant Group Commander, Coleraine District, NIFRS said – “Smoking in the home and smoking materials are two of the biggest causes of accidental fires in the home.  Although the figures have been steadily falling over the past 5 years, last year NIFRS attended 69 accidental dwelling fires caused by careless use or disposal of smoking materials which resulted in over 40 casualties.

“Fires caused by smoking materials can spread very rapidly through a house and we would remind the public to be extra careful if they are smoking or disposing of smoking materials in their home.  The public need to be particularly careful to make sure they have stubbed out cigarettes properly before going to bed and to be extra careful if they have been drinking alcohol or are feeling drowsy. Young children are always attracted to matches so keep them out of reach.    A working smoke alarm should also be fitted in all homes to alert people to a fire and people should have a fire escape plan in case a fire breaks out.” 

Barbara Allison, Home Safety Officer for Hazard House added – “Accidents caused by smoking are only one of the many hazards portrayed in Hazard House. Visitors to the house can come along and see the dangers for themselves during guided tours. Various safety messages are portrayed in the house during the year including the forthcoming summer safety. If you would like to arrange to bring a group to Hazard House please telephone 028 276 60277 or email barbara.allison@ballymoney.gov.uk.”
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