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Welcome to the Autumn/Winter
Edition

And what a winter it is turning out
to be! It now appears that last winter was
only easing us into what was in store for
us this year! 2010 went go out in the
same cold, wintry way that it came in.

In the intervening year, some will
have found that business-wise it remained
pretty cold and never really ‘warmed up’ in
2010. Many have been taking stock and
have been looking to new ways of doing
business, such as turning to on-line
trading and all that new technology has to
offer, and with some success.

Let's hope that that success
permeates the business community. It will
certainly be a challenging 2011, but
hopefully it is more successful and
prosperous than 2010!

Gold Charter Award for

Triangle Housing Association

Triangle Housing  Association,
which has its Headquarters based in
Ballymoney, was recently awarded a Gold
Charter Award in recognition of their
commitment to tackling domestic violence
in the workplace by Onus.

They are encouraging other
employers to consider the benefits of
having a policy in place that will give
managers guidelines on how to effectively
support an employee experiencing
domestic violence.

Photo L to R: Colette Stewart (Onus), Michelle Burnett
(Triangle Housing Association), Alan Crilly (Triangle
Housing Assoc.), and Adeline Frew (Onus).

To find out more on how your business
can achieve a Gold, Silver or Bronze
Charter award log on to
www.onustraining.co.uk

E-bay Seminar at Acorn

Business Centre

eBay is the main platform for any
business to take their products to
worldwide customers — immediately!

eBay enables businesses by
providing:

e The ability to sell current or surplus
stock

o The facility for the world to be able
to view your products

More possibilities

To grow with minimal amount of

effort

The financial risks are extremely low in
comparison with the costs of starting out
with the traditional option of retail
premises.

The Acorn Business Centre can
provide all the information and direction
you need to take your business online —
the Centre is providing a series of eBay
evenings in January 2011 to help local
budding entrepreneurs become aware of
what eBay can offer.

The training is provided by local
business owner of Computer Learn and
Tutor Elvin Cochrane who has had many
years experience of buying and selling on
eBay.

Take advantage of this dedicated
eBay seminar in January to make eBay
pay for you!

Cost of the seminar is £20.
Contact the Acorn Business Centre on
(028) 2766 6133 to book and pre-pay.

New Businesses Added to

Business Directory

Ballymoney welcomes 4 new
businesses onto its business Directory.
They are DoubleClic IT Solutions, Cenako
Solutions, JS Windscreens and Innovation
Flooring.

The business directory is a great
opportunity for all local businesses to gain
a higher profile and potentially gain new
customers.

To take advantage of this service
and add your business to the business
directory, please send your company’s
details to: business@ballymoney.gov.uk
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New fire safety legislation for
businesses

From 15
:li?;t;ellr:slcr:éasn:rvice November 201 O;
businesses  will
have to ensure
compliance with new fire safety legislation.

e All non-domestic premises must
hold a valid fire safety risk
assessment.

Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue
Service (NIFRS) hosted a number of
information days across Northern Ireland.
These sessions provided the opportunity
for businesses to find out more about the
new Fire Safety Legislation and how it
affects them.

However, if you missed the
sessions, there is still advice available
regarding: which premises the legislation
applies to; what activities businesses have
to carry out to meet the legislation, e.g.
risk assessment; plus how to undertake
these activities.

To find out more, log onto:
http://www.nifrs.org/fire _safety.php?sec=1
166

Design Clinics

Does  your Invest #
company need lNﬂlr tlt'}gm
design help to make réla
it more competitive? Bullding Locally

From simple Competing Globally

measures such as revamping a sales
brochure or updating your packaging,
through to a full-scale brand redesign and
developing completely new products or
processes, effective design is a powerful
business tool.

These monthly Design Clinics are
held in Invest Northern Ireland's five
Regional Offices (Belfast, Ballymena,
Londonderry, Newry and Omagh) and are
open to all businesses (i.e. not just Invest
NI clients) free of charge.

To view the full list of clinic dates,
and to book a place, please visit:

http://www.investni.com/2010_11
design_clinic_schedule.pdf

‘Your School Your Business’

at Ballymoney High School

Students at Ballymoney High School
recently took part in Young Enterprise
Northern Ireland's exciting new
programme, "Your School Your Business'.

This programme shows students the
similarities between their school and the
world of business through hands-on,
interactive games and problem-solving
activities.

For more information on Young
Enterprise NI's programmes check out:
www.youngenterprise.org.uk/northern_irel
and

DEL Middle Management
Development (Limited fully
funded places left!)

This is a great programme for your
company to benefit from and time is
running out to benefit from a fully funded
place!

This is a 5-day programme aimed
at aligning management potential and

N performance  to
@ Employment achieve

and Learning organisational

el ok goals. It covers 1
of the following topics each day:

1. Personal Development & Performance
Management.

2. Insights into effective Leaderships.

3. Resource  Management &  Human
Resource Management.

4. Understanding  Financial =~ Control &
Managing Budgets.

5. Project Development, Management &
Control

Dates are: 9", 10", 14" December & 19,

19" January 2011

Usual Cost: £993 + VAT
(This programme is approved by DEL and
attracts up to 100% grant towards the
cost: conditions apply).

To obtain more information or an
application pack contact Marie Power
(028) 9023 4343 or Micheal Mcintyre on
(028) 9045 2777 or email
marie.power@fgspartnership.com or

michael@envision-ni.co.uk
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Free Pre-Redundancy Advice

Supported by DEL, EGSA's Pre-
Redundancy Advice services are available
free to employers throughout Northern
Ireland.

EGSA's experienced, qualified
advisers can help employees that are
being faced with redundancy to identify
opportunities and plan for next steps
through:

& Confidential interviews
®  Group workshops

For further information, contact Nikki
Sullivan on 028 9024 4274 or email
info@egsa.org.uk

Business Loans for New

- Starts &
Enterpnse Business Growth
NORTi-II.i)RANN FlIJRNEIL’AND The ENI Loan

Fund provides loans to
individuals both looking to start, or already
running, their own business, who can
demonstrate a viable business proposal,
but who are unable to access mainstream
sources of finance. To qualify for the loan
fund:

All applicants must:

% Be resident in the UK, over 18
years of age and be responsible
for running the business.

% Be able to demonstrate a
commercially  viable  business
proposal to support the loan.

% Not currently be in an IVA, subject
to a CCJ or bankrupt.

All businesses must:

% Be based in Northern Ireland.

% Be legal, moral, non-discriminatory
and not undertake any activity
which may offend public taste.

For more information visit,

www.enterpriseni.com/loanfund.aspx

To request an application pack telephone
(028) 7776 3555 (option 2) or e-mail
loanfund@enterpriseni.com

Create A Website for Your
Business for FREE!!

A website could work wonders for
your business, it's a great way to reach
new customers as people look online for
the goods and services they want to buy.
It's quick and easy to set up and best of all
its free from ‘Getting British Business
Online’.

More than two-thirds of the UK
population are online so why not join them
and get your business in front of new
customers. Check it out at
www.gbbo.co.uk

Minimum wage rates rise plus

new rate for Apprentices
From October 2010 the National
Minimum Wage rate will increase from:

o £580 to £5.93 an hour for workers
aged 21 and over

o £4.83 to £4.92 an hour
for workers aged 18 to
20

o £3.57 to £3.64 an hour
for workers aged 16 to
17

For the first time the government
has also introduced a minimum wage rate
for apprentices of £2.50 per hour. For
more information, log on to
www.direct.gov.uk

And Finally...

Best Wishes
from
Ballymoney Borough Council’s
Economic Development Unit.
Have a Happy and Prosperous
2011
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