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BALLYMONEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

CORPORATE & CENTRAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 
 
Minutes of Corporate & Central Services Committee Meeting No 363 held in the Council 
Chamber, Riada House, Ballymoney on Monday 25th February 2008 at 6.30 pm. 
 
 
IN THE CHAIR  Alderman J Simpson 
 
 
PRESENT   Aldermen 

F Campbell 
H Connolly 
C Cousley 

 
    Councillors 

J Finlay 
M McCamphill 
P McGuigan 
E Robinson 
I Stevenson 

 
APOLOGIES   Councillors 
    A Cavlan 
     
      
IN ATTENDANCE  Chief Executive  

Director of Central & Leisure Services  
Head of Corporate & Development Services  

    Chief PA 
 
 
363.1 PRESENTATION  - COMPASS ADVOCACY NETWORK LTD 
 

Attached as Appendix A  

The Chairman thanked the representative from Compass Advocacy Network Ltd 
for an excellent presentation, which was followed by questions from members. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor McCamphill, seconded by Alderman Campbell and 
AGREED: 
 

to recommend that Committee defer consideration of the proposal to 
Committee’s next meeting. 
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363.2 MINUTES – MEETING NO 362 –28TH JANUARY  2008 

 

It was proposed by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Alderman Cousley and 
AGREED: 
 

that the minutes of Meeting No 362 – 28TH January 2008, as 
circulated, be approved. 

 

 

The Head of Corporate & Development Services left the meeting at 7.10pm 

 

CENTRAL SERVICES 
 

363.3 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
Treasury advice schedules detailing payments for period 11, 2007/08 drawn on 
the Council’s Capital & Revenue Bank Accounts were circulated. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Alderman Campbell and 
AGREED: 
 
 

to recommend to Council that Accounts to the value of 
£1,026,718.78 from the Revenue Account and £106,470.61 from the 
Capital Account be approved for payment. 

 

Councillor McGuigan joined the meeting at 7.20pm 

 

 

 

363.4 FINAL PENNY PRODUCT 
  

The final Actual Penny Products for 2006/07 have been calculated by the Land 
and Property Service.  This has resulted in a Rates finalisation figure of 
£75,668.01 being due to the Council.  This amount was paid to the Council in 
December 2007. 
 
 

 

The Head of Corporate & Development Services rejoined the meeting at 7.40pm 
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363.5 DISTRICT RATES 2008/2009 

 
Attached as Appendix B is a table setting out the detail of the non-domestic rate 
and domestic rate for 2008/09 for all 26 local authorities. 

 
Ranking the Council’s domestic property rates, Ballymoney’s rate is 12th lowest – 
same position as 2007/2008. 
 

 

Councillor Robinson left the meeting at 7.50pm. 

 

  

363.6   GENERAL GRANT RESOURCE ELEMENT  2007/08 
 
The Director advised that the Department had successfully bid for an additional 
£500,000 for the general grant resources element baseline.  This has been 
distributed to councils under the statutory formula.  The Council’s allocation is 
£25,474, which was paid to the Council in January 2008. 

  
 
363.7 ABSENTEEISM 2006/07 

 
The Chief Local Government Auditor’s Report on Absenteeism in Northern 
Ireland Councils 2006/07 has previously issued to all members. 

 
In 2006/07 the total days lost due to sickness absence was 1668, of this 1024 
days were due to long term absences (i.e. 20 days or more) and 644 days were 
due to short term absences (i.e. up to 19 days duration).  The number of 
employees with one or more long term absence was 13.   

 
There was a slight improvement in the 2006/07 absenteeism levels compared to 
2005/06.  The Director advised that 49 employees had full attendance during 
2006/07. 
 
At the request of the Chair, the Director agreed to report on the levels of 
Absenteeism in 2007/2008 when the information is available. 
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CORPORATE SERVICES 

 

363.8 MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC SECTOR LAND AND BUILDINGS 
 
The Department of Environment has issued a revised circular providing councils 
with advice on the transfer of surplus land and buildings within the public sector 
and the disposal of land and buildings at less than best price or best rent.  This 
has been passed to all directorates to be applied in respect of transfer of all land 
and buildings falling within the advice note and relevant issues included in 
reports to committee/council as appropriate. 
 

 

363.9 YOUTH JUSTICE AGENCY 
 
This Agency has responsibility for delivering a range of services including 
community interventions, youth conferencing and custody in relation to children 
aged 10-17 who have offended or are at serious risk of offending.  Their overall 
aim is to reduce youth crime and build confidence in the youth justice system.  
They would appreciate the opportunity  to meet with councillors to explain their 
work and activities.  The Chief Executive undertook to get information on visit to 
their local office and report back.   
 

 
363.10 SOMME ASSOCIATION 

 
The 92nd Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme Pilgrimage will take place 28th 
June – 2nd July.  Est. Cost £500 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Finlay, seconded by Councillor Stevenson and 
AGREED: 
 

to recommend that two councillors and one officer attend the 92nd 
Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme Pilgrimage. 

 

 

363.11 NEELB YOUTH ORCHESTRA 
 
With regard to the application made to Council for financial support for a visit by 
the orchestra to Belgium the Board has now advised that it cannot be involved in 
fund raising for this tour and the application is therefore withdrawn. 
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363.12 TIMING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Committee considered, in October 2007, a report from the Chief Executive on the result of 
a survey all Councillors on their attitude to timing of committee meetings. 
 
In November 2007 Council agreed, on committees recommendation, revised 
arrangements with regard to timing of meetings, as follows: 
 
[1] - Consultation Committee Meeting and the Development Committee Meeting be held 
on the 3rd Monday of the month with the Consultation committee meeting commencing at 
2.00 pm followed by the Development Committee at 3.30 pm. 
 
[2] -Leisure & Amenities Committee, the Health & Environmental Services Committee 
and Corporate & Central Services Committee meetings are held in the evening 
commencing at 7.00 pm subject to revision to an earlier time to facilitate presentations. 
 
Below is a table showing attendance at Consultation/Development Committees during the 
pilot period, with comparative figures for the same month previous year. 

 
 

Comparison figures – Daytime pilot November 2007 – February 2008 
 
 

Consultation Committee Development Committee 
Daytime Evening Daytime Evening 

November 
2007 

12 November 
2006 

12 November 
2007 

10 November 
2006 

7 

December 
2007 

10 December 
2006 

14 December 
2007 

8 December 
2006 

10 

January 
2008 

12 January 
2007 

13 January 
2008 

12 January 
2007 

11 

February 
2008 

9 February 
2007 

7 February 
2008 

postponed February 
2007 

10 

 
The pilot concludes at end of February.   While the full round of February meetings have not 
concluded, the two day-time committees have.   
 
After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Finlay, seconded by Alderman Connolly 
and AGREED: 
 

to recommend that the Consultation Committee meeting and the 
Development Committee meeting are held on the 3rd Monday of the month, 
with the Consultation Committee meeting commencing at 2.00 pm followed 
by the Development Committee at 3.30 pm  
 
and  
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the Leisure & Amenities Committee, the Health & Environmental Services 
Committee and Corporate & Central Services Committee meetings are held 
in the evening commencing at 7.00 pm subject to revision to an earlier time 
to facilitate presentations. 
 
 
 
 
 

363.13 CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 
 

A discussion initiated by Councillor McCamphill ensued regarding members’ 
travelling expenses incurred while attending conferences within the island of 
Ireland, with particular regard to instances where it was more economic to stay 
overnight. 
 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Finlay, seconded by Councillor McCamphill and 
AGREED: 

   
to recommend that the Chief Executive reviews the current policy on 
conferences attendance, surveys other councils and provides options at 
the next committee meeting. 

 
 
Councillor McGuigan requested that it be recorded that his view was that the 
current system for members’ travelling expenses while attending conferences 
should be retained.  This was supported by Alderman Simpson. 
 
The Chair put the motion to the meeting. 
 
4 members voted in favour and 2 members voted against.   
 
The Chair declared the motion carried.  
 
 
 

This being all the business, the meeting closed at 8.30 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
Appendices attached 
Appendix A - Presentation – Compass Advocacy Network Ltd 
Appendix B -   District Rates 2008/2009 
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APPENDIX A 
 

PRESENTATION – COMPASS ADVOCACY NETWORK LTD 
 
 
 
 
 

Compass Advocacy 
Network Ltd

Shadow Council Proposal
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