Ballymoney Business Bulletin
- Update -

Taking a peek at Ballymoney Borough Council’s

new look Ballymoney Business Bulletin
Pictured (L to R): John Finlay (Development Committee Chair), Liz
Johnston (Head of Corporate & Development Services), Francis Ashe
(Acorn the Risiness Centre) and Maraaret Doole (NDevelonment Officer)

So much has been happening in the last
few weeks that to keep up with it all we
are producing this update to supplement
Issue 1 of the Ballymoney Business
Bulletin  from your local Council’s
Economic Development Unit.

Don’t forget to forward any news or
features you would like in the winter
edition, due out at the end of the year;
send to business@ballymoney.gov.uk.

Is Your Business Ready for IT?
- ICT Day at Acorn!

Ballymoney Borough Council and
Acorn the Business Centre have got
together with Invest NI and Commendium
UK to bring a day dedicated to free advice
on Information and Communication
Technology for Ballymoney businesses.

No matter the who, how, what,
where and when (and maybe how much)
whatever the size of your business or your
ICT query, Tuesday, 24" November
2009 at Acorn the Business Centre is
for you.

Invest NI's free seminar, which is
aimed at non-technical business people,
will take place from 12.00 noon until 1.30
pm. If you are interested to see how to
increase your potential customer base,
convert prospects to customers and turn
customers into loyal advocates cheaply
and quickly using the latest Internet
technologies then this is for you. This will
be done through non-technical
demonstrations that can be applied to any
business.

Please note that places are limited
and on a ‘first-come, first-serve’ basis.

The Log-on.ni Mobile
Demonstration Unit, which is part-financed
by the European Regional Development
Fund through DETI will also be at Acorn
from 10.00 am until 4.00 pm. The unit is
equipped with the Ilatest technology,
including a satellite broadband Internet
connection, and is staffed by several of
Commendium’s experienced advisors.

If yourequire some advice on
improving your business through ICT
(from customer service, to staff retention,
to using Internet Phone services to lower
your call charges), help with setting up
your business’ broadband router or you
just want to try out the technology, then
visit the mobile demonstration centre at
Acorn the Business Centre and let one of
Commendium’s  advisors demonstrate
how ICT can help your business,
completely free of charge.

To book a place, contact Cara
Dallat at Acorn the Business Centre,
either by telephone (028) 2766 6133 or
email enquiries@acornbusiness.co.uk.
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Farm Diversification and Rural

Business Funding Closing

The North East Region Rural
Development Programme will close the
following measures at 5.00 pm on Friday
the 27" of November 2009.
3.1: Diversification  into  non-agricultural

activities (Farm Diversification)

3.2: Business Creation and Development
Application is via the EU Grants website at
www.eugrants.org and will automatically
close at 5.00 pm. For more information,
visit the website at www.northeastrdp.com
or can contact the North East team at the
Ecos centre on 028 2563 8263 or by email
to northeastrdp@ballymena.gov.uk
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DEL Supporting Employers

The Department for Employment
and Learning has appointed Roberta
Donaghey as Employer Contact Manager
for the Ballymoney, Antrim, Ballymena,
and Coleraine area. Roberta’s role
involves:

% Contacting local employers to offer a
comprehensive, no cost, quality
employment service.

% Discussing all your recruitment needs and
working with you in identifying and
overcoming recruitment difficulties.

¥ Making you aware of the Department’s
employment programmes and services.

Y% Providing  financial  incentives for
recruitment and training.

Y% Providing a tailored service for specific
recruitment drives.

Roberta looks forward to working
with Ballymoney’s businesses. For more
details, contact: Roberta Donaghy,
Employer Contact Manager either by
telephone: (028) 2566 0788, mobile: 079
7936 8487 or via e-mail to:
roberta.donaghy@delni.gov.uk.

A Warm Home For Your
Employee

You could help make your
employees homes warmer, healthier and
more energy efficient by providing them
with information on the new Warm Homes
Scheme.

The Warm Homes Scheme is
funded by the Department for Social
Development and provides FREE
insulation and heating measures to owner-
occupier and private tenants who are in
receipt of certain benefits.

Why not add information about the
Warm Homes Scheme into your employee
payslip? For further details contact your
Scheme Manager, Sinead O’Boyle at H&A
Mechanical Services by telephone (028)
7962 7220 or email:
sinead@hamechanicalservices.com

Additional details are available
from: www.warm-homes.com; Freephone:
0800 988 0559

NI Broadband Fund

DETI has issued a 4th call for
applications under the Northern Ireland
Broadband Fund; the deadline is 3:00pm
on Friday 27" November 2009.

This fund is co-financed under the
European Regional Development Fund
Sustainable Competitiveness Programme
2007 to 2013.

Full details of the Fund are found
in the Information Pack along with an
Application Form; this can now be
downloaded from the DETI website at:
http://www.detini.gov.uk/deti-telecoms-
index/deti-telecoms-broadband-fund.htm
Please note that late applications will not
be accepted.

Young Enterprise NI

Young Enterprise is seeking the
help of local businesses to help young
people in their communities gain personal
experience of how business works, and
the role of business in providing
employment and creating prosperity.

Local businesses are asked to
provide assistance to the Primary
Programme, whether it is helping very
young children learn about the world of
work or explaining the basics of starting a
business to older primary school children.

The assistance required from your
business is to contribute your time
voluntarily; this time can range from 4 —6
hours in total (40 minutes — 1 hour per
week over 6 weeks).

If you are interested in your
business making this contribution to the
young people in your community, or
require more details please contact
Christian Allsworth, P/T Development
Manager, Young Enterprise NI Primary
Programme tel. (028) 9086 4118, 079
1263 2090 (mobile), email
Christian.allsworth@yeni.co.uk.

Further details are also from the
Young Enterprise  Northern Ireland
website: www.yeni.co.uk.
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